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He Was Subject to Them

JUST now I am thinking of one of the most beau-
tiful and most necessary of virtues for young peo-
ple. It is one that makes them very much like the
Christ Child; and, as you all know, we must ever try
to become more and more like Jesus. He must be our
Model in all things.

Now, I wonder who can guess the name of the
virtue I have in mind. But I think I had better tell
at once: it is the virtue of obedience. If you want to
be a good child you must obey your parents, your pas-
tors, your teachers, and all those who may have author-
ity over you.

If you would like to know just why those persons
must be obeyed, I can tell you that too. God has
given them all a strict command to guide you along
the path of goodness and to keep you from evil. You
were made for heaven, you know; this short life is
only a preparation for the eternal life that begins with
death; and parents, pastors, teachers have the sacred
duty of bringing you up to be good men and women
and zealous, practical Catholics, so that you may really
teach your heavenly home. But this they cannot do
unless you, on your part, practice the most punctual
obedience, and that in everything, as Holy Writ bids
you do.

Indeed, there is only one case in which you need
not obey, and that is when you are commanded to do
what is sinful; for instance, if you were told to steal
or to lie. “One must obey God rather than men.” But
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40 TALKS TO BOYS AND GIRLS

things are the cross that Our Lord gently places upon
your shoulders while He whispers, “Without the cross
there can be no crown!” The crown must be won for
heaven, dear boys and girls, in the battlefield of life!

Time is the seed of eternity. Make it the seed of a
blissful eternity, my little ones. Promise right now that
you’ll give the Baby-God, all the days of your life
until night, the gold of charity, the frankincense of
devout and humble prayer, the myrrh of true penance
and self-denial. Then you’ll be beginning anew in a
happy, blessed way indeed.

God grant that you may!

We Should Make Many Real Goodness
Resolutions

I SUPPOSE you have often made many good New
Year’s resolutions. The papers sometimes make
fun of such resolutions, especially the silly funny pa-
pers. But that is not right. When a new year begins
we should see in it a great gift of God, another year,
perhaps, in which to learn to know Him, in which to
love Him, serve Him, and so make more sure of
heaven and of a greater reward. That is why we
should make many real goodness resolutions and even
put them down in writing in order that we may read
them over from time to time and ask ourselves how
we have kept them.

I

“I will love God, I will glorify Him!” cries a heart
that wants to grow in goodness. Now, that’s a resolu-
tion. But it’s simply too big. You have to break it in
pieces if you want to keep it properly. And right here
I'll tell you how to do it—one way, the best way.
Listen,

Jesus lived on earth and suffered and died out of
love for the Father, to glorify Him. That, too, was the
reason why He instituted the Blessed Sacrament.
When, on the night before He died, He took bread in
His holy and venerable hands and lifted His eyes to
heaven, it was as if He would say, “See, O Father,
how much I love Thee. O My Father, loved by Me as
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Don’t You Think That a Little Penance
Would Help?

T WAS the holy season of Lent, the forty days of
penitential preparation for the glorious feast of
Easter. While wondering what in the world to chat
about, I thought of those words of Cardinal New-
man’s, “One secret act of self-denial, one sacrifice of
inclination to duty, is worth all the mere good thoughts,
warm feelings, passionate prayers in which idle people
indulge themselves.” Now, this is a weighty sentence;
and it is worth reading over and over again, thought-
fully. It tells us that the doing good and the being good
which hurt are worth so much more than just good-
ness that’s all sweet and easy.

Yes; I'm going to chat about mortification now,
even though the subject is as unpleasant as the word
is long. Mortification, or self-denial, or penance—call
it what you will—means placing some restraint upon
yourself, hurting yourself in some way. For instance,
you don’t like to do your daily work, and yet, just
because you dislike it, you force yourself to do it all
the better ; or you're quite in love with your faults, and
therefore you resolutely turn your back on them. And
this you do in order to show God how sorry you are
for your sins, in order to strengthen your will to fight
bravely when temptations come again, in order to
grow in holiness.

Now you’re beginning to see what this long word
mortification means, aren’t you? There are two kinds

57




